State Mental Health Planning Council 

November 8, 9, 10, 2005

Quarterly Meeting

Tallahassee, FL

Attendance:

Dave Shaver

Doug Jones

Rene Anderson

Jeffrey Ryan

Helene Sohn

Angela Fazio

Neil Bush

Pat Curtis

Kate Hale

Susanne Homant

James Taliaferro

David Randall

Michelle Comeaux

Rod Hall

Ken McLoud

Frank Platt

Gayla Sumner

Allan Zauche

Megan Bishop

Cindy Holland

Nichole Murray

Anne Rollyson

Sue Ross

Committee meetings were held on November 8 as individual groups.

Meeting called to order by chair on November 9, followed by introductions and brief introduction by Neil Bush, Parliamentarian, on professional behavior during a meeting.

Correction to July meeting minutes, add Angela Fazio’s name to attendance.  The July meeting minutes were unanimously accepted by the Council.

Dave Shaver, Monitoring Committee Chair, presents to the Council the Monitoring Committee Budget Request.  The requested budget is $15,000 per calendar year.  The breakdown is $1,200x4 membersx3 monitoring visits=$14,400+$600 for incidental expenses.  The Monitoring Committee expects a typical site visit to last two days.  The first day would be records review and staff interviews.  The second day could be interviews with service recipients, wrap-up interview with management for clarifications and a Monitoring Team meeting to compare notes and create a final analysis of the visit.  The Monitoring Committee expressed the desire and benefits of volunteers from the Council to join the DCF/AHCA team when they visit various locations around the state.  This would enable us to pool resources with DCF and AHCA and it would eliminate any access issues.    
The Council and Monitoring Committee may monitor all adult and children’s mental health services/facilities.  It is advised by the department that these members involved in the monitoring first contact the district Substance Abuse and Mental Health Program Offices to review the current monitoring reports already completed before conducting additional monitoring.  Kate Hale, Vice Chair, suggests that a “tool” be created for the monitoring criteria.  It is suggested by Susan Homant, that a public hearing for consumers and family members be given by the Council to hear their issues.  Cindy Holland mentions the Data Units Client Satisfaction Surveys would be useful to the monitoring committee.  It is questioned on how the monitoring committee budget will advertise for the client/family member public “meeting”.  If federal dollars will be used, then required advertisement is in order (Florida Administrative Weekly).  *Cindy Holland will make the contract monitoring protocol available to the monitoring committee (Dave shaver) from Amy Johnson.
Neil Bush, Membership Committee Chair, proposes the new members for the district vacancies.  Doug Jones explains the hand outs and the proposed (in red) roster list.  Because the Council has not met the necessary 38 person membership, it is proposed that a Youth 18-22 be added to the Council under the Primary Consumer (floating) area.  The current nominees for district vacancies did not meet the required 4 family members of SED.  It is motioned by Neil Bush to first accept the 8 nominees before further discussion is done on the rearranging of the members.  Motion seconded, all 8 nominees have been accepted by a majority vote.  Doug Jones continues to explain the rearrangement of the (newly) excepted members vs. current members into district vacancies and those (newly) excepted members bumped out of the District vacancy were moved to a floating member of the Council.  Motion to accept the proposed roster, seconded, and accepted by a majority vote.  Neil Bush will contact the effected nominees that will be a floating member instead of a district representative.  Staff will prepare an appointment letter for Dr. Hall’s signature and will mail each new member their Council handbook.  
Senyoni Musingo, Ph.D., Bureau Chief of the Data Unit, Department of Children and Families, presents on the “Overview of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data System.”  A copy of Dr. Musingo’s power point presentation is available upon request.
Meeting called to order at 1:52pm

Cheryl Fordyce, Budget Analyst, Mental Health Program Office, Department of Children and Families, instructs the Council on the department’s procedure for allocating funds and the time line for receiving budget requests each fiscal year.  The Council is to submit by April each year, a budget proposal for the next fiscal year (example:  April 06, submit budget proposal for fiscal year July 2006-June 2007) for review by the department.    
Ken McLeod, Chair of the Budget Committee, presents to the department the Council’s proposed budget request for the remaining 2005 – June 2006 = $60,489.00 and the proposed budget request for fiscal year 2006-2007 = $71,289.00.  The handouts reflect the current projected (proposed) cost for the Monitoring Committee and the Newsletter.  Rene Anderson puts forth Dr. Hall’s suggestion of having teleconference meetings in between the January and July meetings.  Dr. Hall re-emphasizes the suggestion of the Council to consider reduction costs in the Council budget.  The Council expresses their concerns with the ineffectiveness of having meetings via teleconference.  A question about the cost effectiveness of teleconference vs. in person meetings reduced to a one and a half day meeting.  The Council as a whole agree that teleconferencing is not a tool the Council is ready to use and have it be as effective as meeting in person, especially with ten new members starting at the next meeting.  Motion called to appoint a Treasure as named in the bylaws to work as liaison with Cheryl Fordyce to monitor the budget.  Question called, Rene Anderson informs the Council that nominations are in January and if anyone would like to run for office, to contact the new adhoc Nominating Committee (James T., Neil Bush, Susan Homant).  Motion for Ken McLeod to be the temporary liaison between the Council and the department, motion passed.
Membership Committee proposes motion to elect Bobby Lubar as the District 10 representative and to consider a youth to fill out an application, seconded, passed.

Pat Curtis gives an update on legislation.  Motion to draft a letter to the Governor and Secretary Levine and draft one page of bullets of legislative issues the Council supports, motion is seconded, (put Susan Homant on Leg. Committee), motion passed.  The Council suggests seeking professional celebrities to support the services for the mental ill to assist in educating the legislature.  Cindy Holland suggests in the newsletter advertising to individuals who lives have been changed thanks to mental health services to assist in educating the legislature.
Pat Curtis discusses the “coalition” and “5000 Friends.”  Pat Curtis asks the Council to consider joining the coalition.  Motion for Council to support joining the coalition, seconded, question is asked what financial support will be provided to the Council?  It is not being asked of the Council to provide support as far as staff or budget, just inquiring the Council’s views, shared issues, support.  Is it typical of State Council’s to become apart of other organizations?  State employees represented on the SMHPC can not support as part of the Council joining other organizations.  As far as State Councils being allowed to join such other organizations, is unknown at this point, but will be found out by Dave Shaver at the November 28 BG Review.  Motion is withdrawn to support joining the coalition and a motion is made to table this proposal until the January meeting, seconded, agreed.

“5000 Friends”, advocacy organization.  www.5000friends.org will receive a lapel pin when registered showing your support.
Rene Anderson requests that if you have a story or article that you would like to be included into the newsletter, please submit them to Rene.  Kate Hale questions the distribution of the newsletter.  Rene replies that not only are the newsletters mailed out to several mailing lists, but they are also carried to conferences, meetings, etc.  Council members may request copies for their own distribution as well.

The Block Grant Implementation Report Letter to the Feds is handed out for suggested changes.  Nichole Murray requests that comments be sent to her prior to the end of week November 18.
It is agreed to have Judy Strange from the National Alliance for Mental Health Planning Councils (NAMHPC), to come to the next meeting and be involved in the orientation process for the new members and development tools for the Council.  

Bylaw Committee:

Dave Shaver

Kate Hale 

Doug Jones

Allan Zauche

Jeffrey Ryan

Transformation Committee:  this committee is to represent consumer and family member prospective towards the transformation in Florida.  The Council discussed that forming a committee would not be productive, and that it should be discussed as a whole.  Rene Anderson will inquire with DCF when the deadline for the Council’s input is requested.
Next meeting will be:
January 25,26,27 or February 1st full week, in Orlando, FL.  
The Membership Committee proposes an additional change to the membership roster to bring on Loren Robert Groble as the District 13 representative and will be classified as a family member.  Motion made, seconded, passed.  As it stands, here are the approved filled vacancy positions:
Julie Mamni District 1

Joseph Haley District 2

Bruce Stevens District 3

Rene Anderson Suncoast B

Nelson Kull District 7

Irene Barough District 9

Helene Sohn District 10

Frederick Emond District 11B

Loren Robert Groble District 13

Doris Nardelli District 14

Beverly Whitley District 15

Dianne Cote Primary Consumer

Bobby Lubar Parent of SED

There five (5) vacancies remaining:
1 youth

2 family members

1 Florida Housing Finance Corporation

1 Department of Community Affairs

Meeting is adjourned on November 10.
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