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State Mental Health Planning Council of Florida 


Minutes
October 16 - 17, 2007 

State Mental Health Planning Council
Florida Department of Children and Families 
1317 Winewood Blvd, Tallahassee, Fl 32399-0700

Tuesday, October 16
08:30AM
· Call to order-by chair Neil Bush 

· Introductions were made by members and current visitor
Approval of minutes for July - with correction, Doris Dunphy not absent in July..

· The chairman announced that the Council’s Treasurer, Helene Sohn, had resigned from the council.

· Since the Council has no elections during the next year, the chairman asked for nominations from the floor to fill the vacancy of Treasurer.
James Talleferro volunteered to serve as Treasurer until January ‘09/

· Department of Children and Families selected Council member Kate Lyon to head the Mental Health section.
· Chairman Neil Bush and Dr. Lyon selected Julie Manami as Member at large
· Florida Council has no replacement for Dr. Lyon at this time. (TBA)
· Beverly Whiteley volunteered to be the Parliamentarian.

09:00AM

· Presentation by Clint Rayner, Chief, Office of Consumer and Family Affair –discussed the Certified Recovery Peer Specialist program. 
· The Certification Board created a board of advisors specifically for CRPS. The chairman of this board is Patrick Hendry. The board developed the curriculum for CRPS training and CEUs.
· Certification applications can be downloaded on the Internet at www.floridacertificationboard.org , the executive director is Amy Peloquin. 850-222-6314
· Center for Medicare Services (CMS) recognizes CRPS as a best practice and working on national criteria.
· Aleisa McKinlay explained the various roles of CRPS’ in Florida. CRPS’ fill many jobs in Florida; they may different titles. CRPS is a qualify for many positions, such as an agency might have a position for Housing Specialist and a prerequisite would be must have CRPS Certification. 

· Certification is a qualifier for various positions. 

10:15AM 

Departmental Update from Denise Barber 

· The department is working on the Stipend issue. Working on statutory authority to permit stipends and budgeting stipends.

· Denise has been working with Center on Self Employment. They have quarterly meetings and have conducted surveys. 

· Denise updated the Council on the Block Grant and the process that the Council uses to develop the Block Grant and timeline. 

· In November, she and Neil will be going to New Orleans to submit our Block Grant. 

· Denise told the council about how she and Doris Dunphy have been working together to create a closer relationship between Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) and Mental Health/Substance Abuse (MHSA) community. 
· Doris offered to all present that she would help anyone who has a problem with VR
10:30AM

Department Update from Nichole Murray
· West Palm Beach got a grant to expand family movement in Florida. 

· There will be a statewide conference next year,

10:30AM
Mark Engelhardt, Florida Mental Health Institute (FMHI - previously ADM Program Supervision in Tampa Bay area for 7 years).

· Mark told the Council that Block Grant funds cannot be spent on inpatient care. 
· The funds can be used in front end services such as assessment. 
· It’s not for hospital beds. Problem with Block Grant is it is a very small part of our budget.

· The problem today, is the local planning process is almost nonexistent. There used to be local planning councils appointed by county commissions.

· Today, we don’t have local planning councils, but some program supervisors do have public planning groups that meet regularly. Everyone in those communities can be involved in the planning process.

11:15AM

Doris Nardelli gave an update on the councils Goals and Task Statements.
The Goals and Task Statements are available at www.smhpcfl.org.
Major recommendations of note;

· I.1.G that members have more input in major decisions.
       Objective I.2 Anti Stigma campaign. We think this should
       have an ad- hoc committee

· I.3 Join forces with existing organizations that have the goal of decriminalization. 

· I.3.C involves partnership with FMHI to do data collection.

· I.3.F CIT training (Orlando area has bracelets that “consumers” wear so that LEOs know the individual has a mental illness.)

· I.4 Open access to medications.

· I.6 Monitoring

12:15PM Lunch
1:15PM 
Presentation by Mark Englehart, MS, ACSW – FMHI 
Subject was Supportive Housing. Converted PowerPoint text is available on the Councils website at www.smhpcfl.org. Click the Resources tab.
The following topics were highlighted;

Supportive Housing as a Priority - In the Context of Recovery - Florida Initiatives - Florida Documents - Research & Development - Funding” Partners - Planning Council Advocacy - Target Populations - Supportive Housing Definition - CMHS Fidelity-  Dimensions - Co-Occurring Disorders - Planning Council’s role - Next Steps

Mark referenced the PATH* program.
Recommended Websites
flshc.net   tacinc.org   hud.gov   csh.org   sahmsa.gov   ahpnet.com     mhlp.fmhi.usf.edu 

All referenced links are accessible on the Councils website at smhpcfl.org

Contact Information for Mark Engelhardt is;
mengelhardt@fmhi.usf.edu
University of South Florida
Training & Technical Assistance
13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd. MHC 2737
Tampa, Fl 33612
Telephone; 813-974-0769
Website; http//mhlp.fmhi.usf.edu

2:45 
Recess 
3:00 
Meeting Resumed
3:30PM

Recessed until morning

	Attendance, Tuesday 10/16/07

	Julie Manami
Al Merren
Mark Engelhardt
Clint Rayner
Bruce Stevens
Dave Shaver
Doug Jones
Obediah Payton
Terri Fraczek
Wayne Lewis
Aleisa McKinlay
Doris Nardelli
Beverly Whiteley
	Neil Bush 
Veree Jenkins
Diana Arthur
Kate Lyon
Jim Flagler
James Taliaferro, Sr.
Lyn Clawson
Martha Murray
Michelle Comeaux
Karen Pelham
Doris Dunphry
Frank Platt
Gayla Sumner
	Megan Bishop
Steve Poole
Nichole Murray
Denise Barber
Sue Ross.
Excused Absences: 
Rene Anderson
Jeffrey Ryan
Nelson Kull
Bobbie Lubar
Karen Pelham
Absent
Bruce Stevens


* PATH - Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness pathprogram.samhsa.gov
PATH provides training and technical assistance to Florida’s community mental health and substance abuse providers and their community partners serving individuals with serious mental illness who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.
Wednesday, October 17, 2007
08:30AM

Guest Speaker, Mr. Bill Janes, Assistant Secretary for Substance Abuse and Mental Health. 

Mr. James told the council that he has a great staff and welcomes council members input. 

Neil told Mr. James that the council can’t do it’s business in 4 meetings a year.
26M is a formidable amount of money, Instead of increasing Baker Beds, we should be reducing them and putting that money in the community so there would be less demand for those beds.
How will DCF support/help the Planning Council accomplish the critical areas for our mental health recipients?

Ways to get the top leadership involved and on-board.

Mr. James prepared a summary of the Leifman Project
Liefman Project

Reduce Jail times
Help people learn to be well
Children’s Issues DJJ
Respite Care for Children
Mental Health Training in Schools
Adult forensic issues with Judge Liefman we are going to reduce the use of baker beds

09:00AM
Presentation – Ken Littlefield, Executive Director Statewide Advocacy Council
I appreciate the previous presentation and believe that my presentation is philosophically the same.
There is a person I would like to recognize who hasn’t been mentioned, and that is Chief Justice Lewis, the issues that we are involved in, he is involved in also.
For so long the state has been satisfied to leave an ambulance at the bottom of the cliff.
Something is wrong that we haven’t put up guard rails to keep people from crashing.
Mr. Littlefield explained to the council what the sac is and does. 
He read the SAC’s charge in F.S. 402.164 – 167.
SAC has 4 offices around the state that gives support to local councils.
I remind my staff that if there is litigation involved, we have failed our job.
We monitor facilities to make sure that they are in line, that records are being kept. 
We investigate reports of abuse. When we get in, we can short circuit whatever caused the incident.
We have been charged with looking at legislation, to see how legislation will affect clients.
We have 3 different councils, DD, MH, and Multi-program.
I want to encourage you all to build relationships with your legislators.
Wayne asked how to become a volunteer – Ken responded, there is an appointment process. Call the toll free number 800-342-0825. The positions are appointed by the Governor.
Gayla asked; what is the difference between Advocacy Center and SAC.’

Aleisa there are two organizations in the state, the advocacy centre and sac/lac

Advocacy Center is part of the federal pac, every state has a pac

Sac/lac is of state statutes, they existed before the federal legislation, and their duties are to protect people who receive services from state funded agencies.

Two different missions.   State Agencies - people with disabilities. Sometimes they overlap.

10:10AM
Clint Rayner 

10:20AM
Breakout into Committees
11:00AM
Committee Reports 
11:30AM
Adjourn 
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Upcoming Meeting Locations

April meeting is during Legislative Session and needs to be in Tallahassee

July meeting, the Council works on the Block Grant and needs to meet in Tallahassee
Chairman said the January meeting will be in the Tampa Bay area.

