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Minutes

July 17 - 18, 2007
State Mental Health Planning Council
Embassy Suites, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl


July 17
08:35PM 
Call to Order
Introductions and Welcome
Roll Call
Members Present; Al Merren, Dave Shaver, Doug Jones, Rene Anderson, Nelson Kull, Jeffrey Ryan, Obediah Payton, Wayne Lewis, Doris Nardelli, Beverly Whiteley, Neil Bush, Veree Jenkins, Bobbie Lubar, Diana Arthur, Kate Lyon, Susanne Homant, James Taliaferro, Sr., Lyn Clawson (alt), Michelle Comeaux, Megan biship, Nichole Murray.
Via Teleconference; Bruce Stevens, Karen Pelham, Frank Platt, Gayla Sumner
Absent; Julie Mamani, Terri Fraczek, Helene Sohn, Ken Littlefield, Lee Clark, Doris Dunphy, Sue Ross
Guest; Judge Steve Leifman
08:45AM
Minutes were approved with the following corrections. 

09:50AM
Jeffery Ryan told the Council, the Membership Committee voted to approve Jacqueline D. Oden as a new member on the council, representing Parent or Guardian SED.

The council approved the nomination.

08:50AM

Denise gave the Adult and Children’s Mental Health Staff Report.

Denise told the council about the Departments new Regions and Circuits. Contract administration will be handled by the Circuits and finances will be handled by the Regions. This will give more control to the communities.

A map of the Regions/Circuits was included in the packet and the chair asked Dave Shaver to include the map on the Councils Website.

Densie also told the council that the Department had a 4% budget cut this year and the quarterly check that is given to the Department was 24% of the previous year. That is how the Department is working the cut into their budget.
Denise also gave a report of what they have done to get us stipends.
Stipends for council members are not in current statutes; Steve Pool has drafted a recommendation that is going through the process to finally get sponsors in the House and Senate.
10:30AM 
Presentation by Judge Steve Leifman, 

Judge Leifman told the council about his early career and exposure to the issues of mental health and his recent testimony before the US House of Representatives.
When he was 16 or 17 years old, he was a Paige for Sen. Bob Graham, working in the Tallahassee office. “We got a letter from a young man who was sent to a Hospital in South Florida. He had complaints about improper placement and bad living conditions. “
“Sen. Graham assigned me to check it out. What I saw that day left an impression with me. I couldn’t believe the way we treated human beings. I remember going into a room and there was about 5 men, naked on the floor. It was so disgusting and left an impression on me. We were able to get the young man out and into a wonderful adult living facility.  I was a PD for many years and people with mental illness started coming into the criminal justice system when the state hospitals started closing down. I thought it was just great. But I was assigned to the jail division. The jail population of people with mental illness started to grow and grow. But we were not prepared for the huge de-institutionalization.  When that started to happen we had a 10-day training for judges to understand the issues of people with mental illness.”

Submitted Statement presented before the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security of the committee on the Judiciary of the US House of Representatives - concerning Justice Reponses to Offenders with Mental Illnesses.

Judge Leifman told the council of what he learned about how the state hospital systems began and changed over the years.  In the 1950’s the first psychotropic medication, thorozine, was approved.  Then President Kennedy’s last bill signing was to appropriate 3 billion dollars for a national network to help treat people with mental illness. After he was assassinated and the Viet Nam war escalated, none of that money was ever spent.
Judge Leifman told the council about his experiences in Miami-Dade courts, mental health system and work with Department of Children and Families to improve conditions for people diagnosed with a mental illness, which are charged with a crime.

Judge Leifman presented a video of a Channel 4 News Report which reported the 2006 overcrowding at the Miami Pre-trial Detention Center. Due to technical difficulties, the video would be played for the council after lunch.
11:45AM Council recessed for Lunch
1:00PM 

The Council watched the video that Judge Leifman presented.
The Council broke out into Adult and Children’s Committee’s for Block Grant review.
3:30PM Meeting Recessed

July 18, 2006
08:45AM  

Meeting Called to Order

Roll Call
Members Present; Al Merren, Dave Shaver, Rene Anderson, Nelson Kull, Jeffrey Ryan, Obediah Payton, Wayne Lewis, Doris Nardelli, Beverly Whiteley, Neil Bush, Veree Jenkins, Bobbie Lubar, Diana Arthur, Kate Lyon, Susanne Homant, James Taliaferro, Sr., Lyn Clawson (alt), Michelle Comeaux, Megan Bishop, Nichole Murray.

Absent; Julie Mamani, Bruce Stevens, Doug Jones, Terri Fraczek, Helene Sohn, Ken Littlefield, Lee Clark, Karen Pelham, Frank Platt, Gayla Sumner, Doris Dunphy.
08:50AM

Breakout into Adult and Children’s Committee

10:15AM
Break

10:30AM
Complete the Block Grant cover letter to the Governor.
The council decided to shorten the Block Grant cover letter to one page and in a separate letter include concerns that we have with services.

The cover letter will consist of an introduction, our Federal mandated charge, highlighted activities around the state, appreciation for his support, and immediate concerns that we have, 

[image: image1.png]The Council decided to write an invitation letter to the Governor to attend a future meeting of the Council.
The following areas have been identified by the Council as significant service needs:

Adult Services:

· Less than half the people who need mental health services are getting services;

· People getting services are getting barely adequate services;

· The largest psychiatric facilities are jails and prisons.

· Funds used to house people with mental illness in jails would be better spent in community settings.
Children’s Services:

· Implement comprehensive array of statewide respite care services

· Provide funding for training and stipends to be used for family and peer to peer youth support to promote family strengthening and youth resiliency statewide

· Expand transition services for all youth, including those in foster care, entereing adult services

· Promote the provision of mental health servcieds to children within the school systems.

· Improve utilization of non-traditional and faith-based community services for youth
The Council invites you or one of your staff members to attend one of our future Council meetings.

The Council is concerned about the lack of services for people diagnosed with mental illness, their children and families across our state.

The council recognizes that this is a crucial time in our states’ history and also a turning point in how we support those that are the most vulnerable.
10:45AM
Rene talked about the Block Grant Survey and asked members to distribute the Survey throughout districts so they can be returned to Tallahassee before August 1.

Rene invited members to send submissions for the Getting it Together Newsletter.
Newsletter logo was discussed. Members are invited to submit ideas for new logo. Email suggestions to Rene.
10:50AM
District Representative reports
District Reps will email reports to the Secretary.

Committee Reports will be emailed to the Secretary.
District 11B 

Housing and Shelter continue to be a problem in the Keys

Need employment coaching

Need funding to keep showers open for the homeless

Clubhouse has two peer specialists

Need to improve access to medications.

11:25AM

Chairman proposed a conference call to discuss the Strategic plan
11:40AM

Meeting Adjourned

Next Meeting

October 15-17, 2007

Winewood

Tallahassee, Florida
1317 Winewood Boulevard, Building 6, Room 207

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0700

