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State Mental Health Planning Council Meeting Minutes

Homewood Suites, Tallahassee, Florida Department of Children & Families
March 23-March 25, 2009
Day 1:Monday, March 23, 2009
There were no new members present requiring orientation.  The scheduled training on the Legislative process was postponed until tomorrow due to a low turn out.

Day 2:Tuesday, March 24, 2009
Agenda Item #1:
Call to Order/Roll Call

Presenter(s): 

Doris Nardelli
 

Discussion:  

Council chair Doris Nardelli called the meeting to order.  Attendance was taken by Vice Chair Neil Bush.  See attached attendance list
Agenda Item #2:
DCF Update


Presenter(s): 

Dr. Kate Lyon

Discussion: 

Budget- DCF is facing a budget cut of 4 to15%.  This will affect services and could occur as early as 3 to 4 months.  The cuts will also affect the match dollars (MOE) for the Community Mental Health Block Grant.  SAMHSA may have to reconsider the required match for Block Grant funds as Florida is not the only state struggling to make the match.  Florida’s dropped from a “C” to a “D” in the grading of the states by NAMI.   Now is the time for advocacy and explaining how the budget cuts will affect the consumers of mental health services.  

Collaboration- DCF had a press conference in conjunction with NAMI to present one voice on mental health issues in the state.

Managing Entities- As a part of the Co-occurring Initiative, statewide meetings were held to solicit public input.  Managing entities would help to manage the whole mental health system well.  There is a belief that there are pockets of excellence in the state of Florida and the hope is to spread the excellence throughout the state.  Mental Health and Substance Abuse worked together to complete the template for the Intent To Negotiate (ITN).  The following issues were brought up in the form of questions.

· Accountability-The ITN spells out the accountability and is available on-line.  The ITN also allows for the state to negotiate with more than one vendor.  

· Public input-Public meetings were held at the beginning of the process as a part of the Co-occurring Initiative.  The board make-up, which will include, peers, state agencies, consumers, etc., of the Managing Entity will also allow for public input.  

· Funding-The administrative costs for will be kept low and should decrease for providers over time.  

Legislative Updates –There are three bills being monitored by Mental Health relating to the Reinvestment Grant Acts, Baker Act Language and the Substance Abuse Treatment Act.

Agenda Item #3: 
SMHPC Strategic Plan



Presenter(s): 

Greg Carlson


Discussion:


Mr. Carlson reports that Mental Health Parity Bill passed Congress last year.  The terms require mental health plans to match the limitations on physical health plans.  

Mr. Carlson also shared that information on the Stimulus Bill can be found at flarecovery.com.   There are Neighborhood Stabilization Programs being funded under the Stimulus bill.  The funding opportunities were actually available beginning under the Bush stimulus bill and continue to be funded under the Obama plan.  To access more information on these programs go to www.fhlbatl.com under Community programs/affordable housing.

Agenda Item #4:
Office of Consumer and Family Affairs
 

Presenter(s):

Clint Raynor

Discussion:



Clint Raynor requested that the SMHPC become the official contact for the Office of Consumer and Family Affairs for disseminating information to the Circuits.  He also requested that he be allowed to participate in the meetings of the Executive Committee and to submit information that can be placed on the website once it is completed.  Clint explained that communication has been a problem in the state and using the SMHPC would be an effective method of getting the information out.

Action Items





Person Responsible
Motion-A motion was made to use the SMHPC 

Neil Bush

listserv to get information out strategically and to 

exchange info.

Discussion-The motion was clarified to explain that

a formal relationship is being created.
Motion-The motion was restated and a call for a

Neil Bush

question was made.

Call for a vote





Doris Nardelli
Passed Unanimously

Agenda Item #5: 
Medicaid Buy-In
Presenter: 

Doris Dunphy

Discussion:  
Doris informed the Council that Senator Crist has sponsored a bill that allows Medicaid recipients who return to the workforce to buy into the Medicaid program.  The current system discourages recipients from re-entering the workforce because they will lose critical healthcare coverage.  The Agency for People with Disabilities (APD), Vocational Rehabilitation (VR), and the Department of Children and Families (DCF) have formed a workgroup to create a plan of fiscal impact.  There are five tasks to be completed through the workgroup and a two-page fact sheet has been created.  VR is looking for personal testimonies of 6 people who are displaced by the possibility of returning to work.  The testimonies can be submitted on the VR website.  
Doris also discussed the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment and Crime Reduction Act, Senate bill 2018 and House bill 7103.  This bill proposes creation of 3 pilot projects (Escambia, Broward and Dade counties) to develop safe, effective treatment options for individuals with mental illness who are re-entering the community from prisons and state treatment facilities or to help prevent them from inappropriately entering the justice system. 
Agenda Item #6: 
SMHPC Strategic Plan cont’d



Presenter(s): 

Greg Carlson


Discussion:


Mr. Carlson facilitated a discussion on ways to increase the visibility of the SMHPC.  The Council brainstormed ideas such as joining social networks, using a website, adding links to other sites, creating PSAs, creating yahoo groups, and hosting public hearings.  Mr. Carlson suggested that volunteers could be used to help to reach out to medians.  The Council could also research the rules of public hearings to investigate the possibility of calling a hearing on the proposed budget cuts.  This has been successful in his experience.  Mr. Carlson also suggested the development of a fact sheet could prove very effective.  Doris mentioned that Partners In Crisis has already created a fact sheet that the Council could use as a starting point.

The next discussion covered the need for a position statement.  The topic of Managing Entities was used as an example.  The Council came up with the following sample position statement. 

The SMHPC would be in favor of Managing Entities if there is:

(1) transparency

(2) consumer/family control

(3) the availability of medication and 

(4)  access to services.

The Council watched PSAs from the State of Alabama before adjourning for lunch.

Action Items





Person Responsible
Provide Partners In Crisis fact sheet


Doris Nardelli
Agenda Item #7:
Managing Entities






Presenter(s): 

Marcia Monroe (Director- Provider Services)




Central Florida Behavioral Health Network

Discussion:
Ms. Monroe presented a power point on the Central Florida Behavioral Health Network which is a not-for profit organization of community providers that currently serves the Suncoast region and Circuit 10.  The board was recently restructured to a makeup of 49% provider CEOs and 51% Community stakeholders, consumers and family members.   The Network’s committees include Information Systems, Quality Oversight, Co-occurring, Human Resources’ Oversight, TANF best Practices, family Intervention services, Recovery and resiliency and Ad Hoc. The contract management component is responsible for everything from contract negotiations with both funders and providers to Block Grant utilization.  Ms. Monroe pointed out that Managing Entities are not similar to Child Welfare’s Managed Care.    
Agenda Item #8:
Asset Development for Individuals





Presenter(s): 

Michael Roush, MA


Discussion:
The National Disability Institute is a national research and development organization whose mission is to promote preservation and asset development for persons with disabilities.
Key points of the presentation included:

(1) Income preservation and asset development are important to a person with a disability because saving money and developing assets produces choices that will impact mental and physical health, positive self-concept and level of community participation and expectations and status with other community stakeholders.

(2) The Social Security Administration has Plans for Achieving Self Support (PASS) programs that can be used to save for a house or education and Individual Development Accounts (IDA) that can also be used to save for a house, education or a business.  Special need trusts are also available for special needs family members.

(3) The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) created a financial education program called Money Smart.  The program is comprised of 10 modules that can be accessed online at that can be completed in 1-2 hours http://www.fdic.gov/consumers/consumer/moneysmart/index.html or through a Community Affairs Liaison assigned to each region that is able to provide Train the Trainer workshops.  For more information go to http://www.fdic.gov/consumers/consumer/moneysmart/trainthetrainer.html.

(4) Financial education is also available through financial institutions, community colleges, Consumer Credit Counseling Service, Other community nonprofit groups and One-Stop Career Centers.
Action Items





Person Responsible
Provide electronic version of power point


Michael Rousch

to be made available on the website



Put handouts on website




Doris Nardelli
Agenda Item #9:
Earned-Income Tax Credit (EITC)





Presenter(s): 

Vickie Morgan-Gates/Barbara Travis/Ronald J. Albert

IRS-Stakeholders Partners Education Communication (SPEC)

Discussion:


Key points of the presentation included:

(1) The IRS is offering free tax services through certified volunteers to moderate-income people who can not prepare their own taxes.  The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites are located in the community.  Top locate the nearest site, call 1-800-829-1040. 

(2) Twenty percent of people who qualify for the Earned-Income Tax Credit do not apply for it.

(3) Earned-Income Tax Credit can be up to $4800.00 and can be used for asset building.

(4) More information is available at IRS.gov.

Agenda Item #10:
Youth on Council





Presenter(s): 

Obadiah Payton/Neil Bush
Discussion:


Obadiah opened the discussion by making the point that the Council has been addressing this issue of a youth on the council for past 5 years.  The correspondence gathered from other states shows that Florida has been a pioneer in trying to get a youth recognized as a full member.  Obadiah then passed out language to be voted on and added to the by-laws regarding youth on the council.  Obadiah proposed voting to adopt the entire document but waiting to implement the language regarding the youth under 18 years of age.    Doris explained that the language regarding the youth under 18 can not be voted on because the issue has not been thoroughly researched by DCF legal.  Neil then read the letter from DCF attorney Jane Almy-Loewinger that explained that the issue needed further research and that it would be best that Jamie not attend any more meetings until a decision was made.  Gayla suggested that the language regarding the youth under age 18 be removed.  Doris suggested that Obadiah present the amendment again tomorrow minus the language.     

Action Items





Person Responsible
Motion was made that the issue be tabled until the 

Pat Curtin

language regarding youth under age 18 be updated.


Motion was seconded




Neil Bush

Call for a vote





Doris Nardelli

Passed Unanimously

Meeting adjourned

Day 3:Wednesday, March 25, 2009

Agenda Item #1:
Call to Order/Roll Call





Presenter(s): 

Doris Nardelli

Discussion:


Council chair Doris Nardelli called the meeting to order.  Attendance was taken by Vice Chair Neil Bush.  See attached attendance list
Agenda Item #2:
SMHPC Website




Presenter(s): 

Doris Nardelli

Discussion:


Doris shared the prototype for the website with the Council.  Comments were made and a number of members feel that the website should be simple in design.  The idea of adding flash to the website, but there was concern that all systems will not be able to support flash.  Neil suggested that the discussion be tabled and that any suggestions be sent directly to Doris.
Agenda Item #3:
Old Business-Minutes from last SMHPC meeting


Presenter(s): 

Doris Nardelli

Discussion:


Minutes from last SMHPC meeting-All members did not receive a copy.  The Council was reminded that the minutes were e-mailed on Friday.  
Action Items





Person Responsible
Motion was made to accept minutes as written.  

Neil Bush

Motion was seconded






Call for a vote





Doris Nardelli

Passed Unanimously

Agenda Item #4:
Youth on Council





Presenter(s): 

Doris Nardelli

Discussion:


Pat Curtin read the revised amendment excluding the language regarding a youth under 18 years old.  Bobbie questioned why there can not still be two youths on the Council, both over 18.  A motion was made and then questioned by James because the amendment was placed on the agenda without advance notice.  After checking the rules, Neil confirmed that the amendment could indeed be voted on, but needs a 2/3 vote to pass.  After the motion was voted on, there were questions about moving forward on the issue without Obadiah.  Neil assured the Council that he had spoken with Obadiah yesterday and felt that he would be O.K. with the motion.  

Action Items





Person Responsible
Motion was made to accept amendment as written.  
Neil Bush

Motion was seconded






Call for a vote





Doris Nardelli

Vote-15 yes/2 Nays-Motion passed

Agenda Item #5: 
Circuit Updates
Presenter(s): 

Circuit Reps
Discussion:


See Circuit Updates

Agenda Item #6: 
Medicaid Overview and Update
Presenter(s): 

Gloria Henderson/Bill Hardin
Discussion:
Key points of the presentation included:

(1) DCF determines Medicaid eligibility and AHCA administers the program.  

(2) The program serves the low-income, poverty level children and pregnant women, the aged/blind/ disabled and non-citizens with emergencies.  States are allowed to design their own programs with federal approval. 

(3)  The state is trying to stabilize Medicaid spending.  It is currently 1/3 of the state’s budget.

(4) There is a number of plans available depending upon eligibility and there are mandatory and optional services made available.

(5)  Peer Specialists may be approved as a billable service in the 4th quarter of 2009.

Agenda Item #7: 
SMHPC Budget
Presenter(s): 

James Taliaferro
Discussion:

James reviewed the new budget.  A question was raised regarding the budget being broken down into more specific categories.  The Council will get DCF’s permission.  There was also a question raised regarding the cost of the conference calls being held by the committees.  All committee chairs are to coordinate the scheduling of calls through Neil.  

Action Items





Person Responsible
Motion was made to accept the budget as written  
Neil Bush

Motion was seconded






Call for a vote





Doris Nardelli

Unanimously passed-To be presented to Kate Lyons

Agenda Item #8: 
New Members
Presenter(s): 

Neil Bush/Membership Committee
Discussion:


Neil read the application of prospective Member A.  The category is Family member of an Adult.

Action Items





Person Responsible
Motion was made to accept Member A on 


Neil Bush
the council  


Motion was seconded




Thresa Hogue

Call for a vote





Doris Nardelli

Unanimously passed-To be presented to Kate Lyons

Agenda Item #9: 
Membership
Presenter(s): 

Doris Nardelli/Neil Bush
Discussion:


Neil informed the Council that members must attend 2 meetings per year in order to remain on good standing.  The meetings must be attended in their entirety.  Circuits 5 and 7 are currently vacant.  Neil will be e-mailing the latest roster to the Council.  Neil thanked James for the budget.  

Doris stressed that members must notify Audra of any travel changes.  An appeal was made for nominations for open council seats.  Doris is currently working on certificates for Council members whose terms have expired.  Neil suggested certificates created for presenters as well.  

Doris informed the council that books to identify elected officials, folders and brochures are available for trips to legislature.  The Council supports no cuts to mental health funding. 

Council members can send information they would like to share with the whole council to Al Merrin.  E-mails can be sent to Neil.  Information to be considered for placement on the website will have to be sent to Doris to be approved by Kate.  Kim Brown will then pass the information on to the website designer.     

Agenda Item #10: 
Travel
Presenter(s): 

Audra Place
Discussion:


Audra reviewed the travel procedures again.  Council members were informed that they can not extend their stay without prior permission and will be responsible for the costs if this should happen.  
Agenda Item #11: 
Circuit Updates
Presenter(s): 

Circuit Reps
Discussion:


Circuit updates were completed.  See Circuit Updates
Meeting Adjourned

Respectfully Submitted,

Kimberley E. Brown, M.S.W

Department of Children and Families

Circuit Updates
Circuit 1

Karen Alexander

Discussion:

Circuit 2/14

Al Merrin

Discussion:
Al reports that he is completing the NAMI Peer to Peer Course.  The Apalachee Center has hired the first Peer Specialist and Al will bring further information to the next meeting.
Circuit 3/8

Vacant
Discussion

Circuit 4

Clarissa Brown
Discussion
Circuit 5

Vacant

Discussion

Circuit 6/12/13
Pat Curtin/Neil Bush
Discussion

Circuit 7

Vacant


Discussion

Circuit 9/18

Nelson Krull


Discussion

Nelson reports that he recently submitted a grant to secure 9 additional housing slots, but did not receive the award.  The CIT breakfast and Homeless Day are two upcoming events in the Circuit.  Agencies that offer mental health services have already started implementing layoffs.
Circuit 10

Doris Nardelli
Discussion
Circuit 11/16

Wayne Lewis
Discussion

Circuit 15

Obadiah Payton
Discussion

Circuit 17

Beverly Wilkinson
Discussion
Circuit 19

Beverly Whitely
Discussion
Circuit 20

Pamela McCartney
Discussion
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