State Mental Health Planning Council of Florida

Holiday Inn International Drive, Orlando, Fl

Minutes of the Meetings February 8 -10


Minutes
Wednesday, February 08, 2006 
Present; Judy Stange, Oscar Morgan, Rene Anderson, Kate Lyon, Frank Platt, Sherri Michel-Singer, Julie Manani, Doris Nordelli, Rachel Diaz, Bruce Stevens, Sherri McVay, Alan Zanche, Dave Shaver, Dianne Côté, Helene Sohne, Bobbie Lubor
This was an orientation meeting for new members. The facilitator was Judy Stange, NAMPAC and Oscar Morgan, National Mental Health Association presented his experiences with Planning Councils and the National Mental Health Association.

Judy instructed the members as to the roles of the State Mental Health Planning Councils and told them about the Federal Block Grant.

Some veteran members were present to help answer questions about Florida’s Council.

Thursday, February 09, 2006 
Rene called meeting to order at 9:10am with introductions 
DCF Staff Updates

Dr, Rod Hall reported.
Transformation Workgroup is a statewide steering committee working in conjunction with Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration (SAHMSA).
The Workgroups inaugural meeting was in October of last year, the next meeting will be March 6th at the Betty Easly Center, 4075 Esplande Way, Room 166 Tallahassee, FL.

Agenda will include laying some parameters as far as what direction and activities we will take in the future.

Consumer participation will be the key in the workgroups direction.
1) We want to work together with the Florida Peer Network (FPN) in developing a peer specialist program so consumers can become employed to provide critical support for their fellow consumers towards recover. 

2) Transforming the system so consumers are first, consumers and families will be directing their care instead of following the lead of others.  We will need input from consumers and providers to help us formulate our transformation. We want to have a comprehensive system or program of quality assurance review surveyors to find out where we are in the state as far as our transformation objective.

Announced cocfa position selection  committee will give two recommendations. And staff will make the selection from the 
Newsletter

Rene presented Frank Reyes, editor of the newsletter
Mr. Reyes stated; “I wanted to meet you and assure you that the high quality will continue”. He continued with a brief bio of himself and his experience.  
Mr. Reyes invited members of the council to submit ideas, questions and submissions for the newsletter.

Rene reminded the council that the newsletter, Getting it Together, is available on the website. 
Childrens Update
Sue passed out an update of Children’s MH division. The update included;
Distributed $100,000 in startup/training funds for Infant Mental Health services to Districts 12, 13 and Suncoast Region
Supported Children’s Voice Summit and SAMH/CBC Forum, both on January 6

Made available trainings in Trauma Informed Care for residential and Juvenile Justice providers.
Partnered with FMHI to pilot a training project to promote coaching model in District 7

Provided training [to professionals] on new state regulations on psychotherapeutic medications for children in Foster Care.

Initial revisions have been made to the residential treatment center licensure rule; anticipated date for adoption is June 6.

Contract is under development to support two SEDNET Pilots to promote family participation and family directed care.

Contract is under discussion with FSU, Center for Prevention and Early Intervention to develop models for the provision of mental health consultation to Child Care Centers.

Information on evidence based practices is being collected for inclusion in a resource handbook for district Children’s Specialists. 

New Case Management training in under development.

A statewide Children’s Specialist meeting will be held Feb 16, 17.

Development of an interagency agreement between the Agency for Person’s with Disabilities and the department on access to service for children with dual diagnosis.

Adult Mental Health Update

Anne Rollyson reported.
Our Block Grant was approved

We are working on improving Case Management services. We want to make sure Case Management provides good solid services.
We’ve been working with the Department of Elderly Affairs to increase involvement with individuals with mental illness who are elderly.
We’ve been working with Department of Corrections to improve linkages to makes sure that people who are released from correctional facilities gets immediate services. We want to create smooth transitions; as it is in from our State Hospitals to the community.
We’ve been working with individuals with mental illness in the workforce - not just people staying in the community, but thriving in the community.

We’ve been working on the implementation of the Recovery Resiliency Plan.

In all areas of the state, people have different needs and different resources

We are going out and talking to consumers around the state to find out what is working right and what is not.

We are working closely with district offices to do some local center strategic planning.

We have initiated the Office of Consumer Affairs. 

Travel Reimbursement
Rene asked Anne to explain the travel reimbursement procedure. 

Anne told us that we all need to fill out highlighted areas of the form, sign it, date it and mail it back to Megan. She will complete those forms and make sure that everyone is reimbursed for their travel expenses. 

The Travel Reimbursement is in our folders.
Legislative Updat3e

Sue reported.
We’ve lost our leader of the Legislative Affairs Committee, Pat Curtis.
A lot of bills written some are on the shelves. A few of the bills that Sue noted were; 

1 A CIT bill

2 LBR to obtain funds to do clubhouse training
3 A bill for a prescription monitoring program – this bill will hurt consumers because doctors would be required to report certain classes of medications (some doctors would consider this to be government intrusion). Doctors would also be required to use special prescription pads to prescribe this class of drugs (if they leave their pad in their car and have their standard prescription pad, they would prescribe an alternate medication). 
The chair called for a ten minute break. After the break, the chair introduced Judy Stange, and Oscar Morgan.
Judy told the council that NAMPAC has been in existence for about 10 years and was established by several members of state mental health councils.
“We provide technical assistance to Planning Councils. This year we are here to provide technical assistance for transformation and also evidence based practices.”
Judy introduced Oscar Morgan

Oscar noted that the councils are around longer than politicians. The council has the burden to keep transformation going.

A handout of the Power Point presentation, Transformation to a Recovery Oriented System of Care, was presented to the council.

The Florida transformation grant application listed “Sheltered Employment and Workshops”. The feds weren’t impressed with that because sheltered workshops have nothing to do with recover. 
The presentation covered the following topic; Defining Recovery, What Issues do we face? , Why Now? , Public Mental Health System and Recovery, What needs to be done? State Trends, Transformation

“Your responsibility as a mental health Planning Council member is to ask the question, why? Transformation is a process that you could articulate into policy.”
Nominations
James Tallifero 
In accordance with the bylaws we are hold elections today. Nominations were supposed to be submitted to me by December 15th. However, most of the nominations came to me this week. 

A slate of nominees were handed out to council members. The slate has changed to Chair, S. Homant, Neil Bush VC N. Bush, Sue Homant, Secretary, D Shaver Treasure H. Sohne
Dianne asked told the council that she would like some time to get to know the candidates and read their biographies. 

MOTION
Doug moved to have elections tomorrow to accommodate Diane’s request. 

The motion was passed with unanimity. 
Meeting was recessed at 5:00pm
Friday, February 10, 2006

Nelson Kull called in and said that he couldn’t make it to today’s meetings because of illness.
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:05.
Elections

The Chair turned the meeting over to James Talliferio

James gave each candidate an opportunity to present their platform

The candidates for Chair was Kate Hale and Neil Bush. Candidates for Vice Chair Susan Homant and Dianne Côté.
After the candidates presented their platforms, Council Members voted. The Chair called for a recess while votes were tabulated.

After the recess, James reported that Sue received the majority vote for Vice Chair and the vote for Chair was tied 11 – 11.
Council talked about what to do when there is a tie. Allen read bylaws, which states a simple majority of members present [was required]. 

Doug Jones stated that most of the officers have been consumers or family members and thinks that the issue should be addressed.

Rene agreed that traditionally, the Chair has been consumers or family members, but it is not in the rules or bylaws.

Several members who voted the first time had not returned after the break. Some members asked if we could schedule a teleconference for a re-vote or to call members on the telephone for a vote. Allen told the council that there is still a majority present, so we could still do a re-vote. 
The Chair called for a re-vote.

After a second vote Neil won the seat 11 – 9
The new officers are; Treasurer Helene, Secretary Dave,  Vice Chair Susan, Chair Neil
After the vote, Rene thanked the members for their support during her tenure. 

Neil continued the meeting with a discussion of Time and Place of our next meeting.
Anne told the council that the Vincent House has extended an invitation to the council to meet in their area so we can visit them and learn more about ICCD clubhouses.
MOTION

Doug made a motion that the next Council meeting should be in Tallahassee during the legislative session. Date would be dependant on availability of hotel rooms.
Diane said that we need to get our house in order
Rachel supports motion

Kate there will be enough legislation relevant to this group; we have a one shot opportunity to go to Tallahassee.
Helene asked if someone could email the council issues that are current so we can be briefed at the next meeting on the legislation so we can have talking points so we were ready.

The Chair made a not that the Council would like to visit the Vincent house at a future meeting.

After discussion, the chair called for a vote. The vote Passed, the Council will meet in Tallahassee during the legislative session.
If hotel rooms are not available in Tallahassee – Megan will email and let us know so we can decide when and where our next meeting will be. 
Goals and Vision
Neil asked all of the district and department representatives to meet in separate groups to talk about the best strategy for our direction now.

Lee reported that the Departmental Representatives sees a need for them to identify what each agency could do to help the council address an Anti Stigma Campaign
Denise asked if the campaign should be through handouts or direct contact.
Diane asked if we could have business cards printed that identifies council members

Denise asked members to ensure their names and contact info is correct before any business cards are made. Send corrections for personal information to Megan or Dave

Neil suggested a teleconference for district representatives to talk about issues.
Allan asked if the chair would like to create a Dist rep committee.
Neil called for a volunteer to chair the committee.
Neil asked Dave if he would chair the district rep committee
Mission of the committee; interact, to know what is going on 

Denise made copies and passed out notes from previous day. A discussion of a couple key areas that we should bring to the Transformation Workgroup March 6.
Susan asked if we would like to talk about what issues we present the workgroup now or by email.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:09 am
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