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State Mental Health Planning Council Meeting Minutes
Tallahassee - July 17 – 18th, 2008

Day 1:  Wednesday, July 17th, 2008

Meeting was called to order at 8:45 by Neil Bush

Attendance was taken by Beverly Whitely.
Minutes from April Meeting - Beverly motion to approve; James 2nd and all were in favor.
Clint Rayner – Director, Office of Consumer Affairs.  Update:  Hand out developed from coalition for consumers, individuals, schools, coalitions, health providers, etc.   Approximately 50% of gun related deaths are suicide. Transforming Florida’s Public Mental Health System information was distributed. 

In the last 90 days, he has participated in almost every state and national organization regarding various issues.  Employment task force, Medicaid bill had a good run will be tried again.  Statewide family youth search conference was held in June in Orlando.  Sue Ross has been a big supporter.  Many council members were present.  Community based program walls are coming down.  Several organizations were represented and worked well together.  Change must take place at the local level to work.  Attended - NAMI national conference in Orlando and was the MC for the talent show. Clint recently attended an employment disabilities meeting.  He will send links to Neil to distribute.  Message was that we are getting ready to go through a cycle that there are going to be more jobs than people for the next 10-15 years.    This was the first time that mental health substance abuse community participated in the national disabilities groups.  SAMH, FADDA attended and the Department has put major dollars towards co-occurring disorders.  Mental Health Awareness Day was recognized in its 2nd year here.  Media, agencies, advocacy groups were represented at the Mental Health day around the pond for all at DCF.  This was the fist time they had brought the employee in this venue as well as the employee assistance program was here and well visited…..a very successful event.  Expect to have good turn out next year.  October, NAMI Mental Health Recognition month, candle light vigil planned.  Action plans requested from all agencies.

Doris Dunphy – DOE/VR Council Representative - Educational Rehab.  Several handouts were provided.  VR wants to actively participate in our council.

Handbook for Services – Customers receive the handbook when they first come in the door.   3 criteria must be met for services

1. The physical or mental impairment constitutes or results in a substantial impediment to employment.

2. The individual’s employment outcome can benefit from vocational rehab services.  Must be able to touch different areas in their lives, medical, employment, etc. 

3.  Requires vocational rehab to obtain, keep or regain employment
(Questions about program call the ombudsman first.)

Stressed if we have a customer that is currently working with VR they need to follow-up with their current status.  Order of selection is considered for approval.  Most significant are served.  If you have a signed plan, must be completed and closed.  RSA monitors their program.  Additional information will be available on the WEB page.
· WEB Site for agency – www.REHABWORKS.org
Consumer contact information and application – Applied to come under an order of selection and financial participation.  Individuals will need to bring in there past employment records and income.  Any person currently receiving funds are not eligible for participation.  


Dr. J B Black –Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD)
Handouts -   3 methods for self employment



Fast Track


METTA



BOSS – do it yourself 

They have been able to start 15 plus people with their own business.  We should expect and provide resources for every person with a disability to find employment.  Good employment consultant teaches the employer to help keep those in a position.  Break down tasks, directions, etc.  Provides help even with other employees.  Support for as long as needed.  

4.2 % of people with disabilities are employed.  60+ % are un-employed – It is not do you want a job but, what job do you want?!
SSI is a major concern for consumers to be educated.  APD is providing training across the state to achieve the benefits that are eligible and not loose out.  There are exclusions; however we need to understand all of them.  Self employment income is looked at differently as income then other sources of income.
Customized employment process is used.  We do that in our jobs today.  Every job we have ever had has been customized to our needs and skills and achieves the goals and needs of the job.  This moved us towards self employment is as option.  Works better when the person has a good support system. 

Question was asked as to what mechanism is in place to ensure that this process and model is happening across the sate.  It is not available across the whole state.  The training for providers will help to spread this process across the state.  If we are aware of areas that need this let Doris or JB know.  They can make others aware of where their needs are.  
Handout has several key contacts.  Page 8 has resources for self-employment. Use the WEB site for information.  

Now have close to 6,000 people working versus 2,000 in July, 2004 

Additional information will be made available on the WEB page.
Everyone should be eligible to live the American Dream and be successful.

James Taliferro – By Laws.  Distributed an updated document with draft remarks showing.  Last meeting there were some areas of concerns within the bylaws.

· Membership Section E - Term limits – conflict no person shall serve more than 3 consecutive terms or total of 4 in life time.  Term is 3 years.  Section E has special accommodations for parent of SED to stay indefinitely.  Nelson proposed a Motion to delete the parent piece and have same term limits for all members as stated above. Karen Kouch second motion to delete the section.  
· Travel – Reimbursement for travel concerns. Do we have a process in place?  There is nothing specific in place on approvals and when.  Motion was made to submit any council expenses other than travel and per diem with the treasurer before it goes to DCF.  The expenses should be in the budget.  Treasurer is responsible to make sure the expenses are in line with the council budget. Decision was made to accept the procedure as stated by James and not update the by laws
· WEB Site – Maintenance - Exception; the council with DCF support agreed that it was in the council’s best interest to obtain WEB services.
· Compensation for work on newsletter and WEB services.  Bylaws state a council member can not receive payment for services.  Need a consistent process.  The web site costs are 25.00 each month through Net Tally.  Dave provides 750 for his services, equipment, phone line, etc.   Doug/Nelson made a motion to put an exception WEB site management  limit services/expenses to 1,000 or less for incidental expenses and services provided by council members.  Must be included and approved through the council budget.  Nelson amended to remove the dollar limits. 2/3 rd vote was approved. James will work with the by – laws committee on additional wording and will be reviewed by the council at the October Meeting.
· Motion to accept the language proposed Theresa Hoge, Al Maren 2nd all approved.
· Recommendation by chair to appoint a committee to review the by-laws.  Amanda passed out some recommendations on how to run the council from NAMPAC.    Noted that policies and procedures can be reviewed that are not necessarily by law changes.

Block Grant 
Goal is to keep this as a working document throughout the year.  At the end of September a summary of the application will be sent to each Council member, as well as all Circuit Program Supervisor and their staff..  Kim and Amanda will monitor the process.  The application is due to SAMHSA by September 1.  We all need to keep our copy and update as items come up and/or change in our areas and provide feed back in April.  Nelson would like to see larger print in the future of what we receive.  
Children’s committees break out session:
In attendance: Gayla Summner, Karen Kouch, Obediah Payton, Kim Brown, Neil Bush, Kim Brown, Martha Murray, Thresa Hogue, James Taliaferro,  Renee Anderson, Diana Arthur, Nichole Murray
· Letter on Page 20 will be updated on Day 2 of council meeting.

· Customer of Mental Health Services is what was previously referenced as Consumers.  Personal data on council roster was removed.

· SED – is still used and includes more areas for children.   Education labels have been changed now to EBD.  Emotionally and Behaviorally Disturbed.  This is included in the SED category on the Block Grant.  This also includes those that are at risk.  
· Additional bill regarding Medicaid should be mentioned.  Karen Kouch will get Nichole the bill number.  Add to area on page 28.  Also item in Medicaid reform that stated that mental illness has not had adequate coverage.
· Add to Search Conference notes on page 53 to include youth movement as well as family movement

· Martha would like updates to School Expulsions to include suspensions also.
· Karen Kouch discussed the need to include not only children within the system as well as those that are in the community.  This is part of why our numbers look like they have dropped when in reality the numbers have increased. Nichole will get with Kate and Sue for review.  Next years numbers will reflect a difference in numbers
· Young children are considered 0 – 5 years of age.

· Advisory Board discussions for the Children’s cabinet are currently under review.

· Add mention of the local children’s cabinets that currently exist as well as new ones in process.  I.e. Osceola currently exists, Polk in planning stages. Page 68

· Address transitional housing needs for children to young adults.  Lack of independent living programs creates more homeless situations. Page 69

· Page 70 add affordable housing and supports

· Page 128 begins the children’s detail section

· For next year items like Churches and local medical facilities help out with medical needs.  Integrated care models would be considered a best practice.
· Page 134 3 days is considered a stabilization period.
· Page 144 3rd bullet add more to standardized assessments
· Nichole will send us a list of the SEDNET POC’s in Florida.

· Page 147 SIPP programs are declining.  
· Nichole will send us information on the transitioning programs available in areas and Student Advisory Councils in areas.

· Wraparound services are all services to a child for needs.

· Page 164 suggested adding % to back of descriptions if photo copied.  Also show that the numbers look like they are declining, put due to the way we are getting the data and it is different, does not include children under child welfare programs.

· In the future more data will be available for infant mental health.

· Page 172 – 173 hope to have more information on transition services for kids.
· ……need to become functioning members in their community.  Add to sentence on page 173 middle of second paragraph.

· Gayla noted that currently 50% in DJJ have been diagnosed with SED or ED. Ref. page 174. goal is of those currently receiving services they want no more than 5% going to DJJ.

· Any additional changes must be to Nichole no later than Monday, July 21st.
Day 2 – July 18, 2008
Meeting called to order 8:45 am
Announcements

Next meeting is scheduled for October 22-24, 2008 at Safety Harbor between Clearwater and Tampa.  We will be going to Vincent House.  Airport to facility arrangements should be worked out with Megan.  Agenda items should be emailed to Neil.  

A bylaws committee was appointed -   James, Beverly, Al and Diana.  Jane Loewinger worked with the committee and created the updates we received yesterday.  Any additional changes noted should be sent via email.

Nominating committee has been appointed – elections will be in January and will be for 2 year terms.  Let the team know if you are interested in running.  Members are Frank, Bobbie, Al and Diana.

Bylaws describe the process to nominate please follow those directions

We had 5 potential new members to present for nomination – If council approves, they go to Dr. Kate Lyons for final approval.  Beverly W. motion to accept, Theresa H. 2nd.
· Chris Butler, Primary Consumer, 
· Thersa Hoak parent of SED child, 
· Elizabeth Givens, Circuit 20, 
· Mike Bailey, Circuit 5
· Beverly Wilkinson, Circuit 17

Council Exercise

Amanda introduced a Bingo game to test our knowledge of the Sunshine State Law.

Amanda will send the questions and answers for us to use as a reference.  

Standing Committees met per Neil’s distribution list.

Closing Discussions

Clint Rayner update - ADA Amendments act passed 402 favor – just passed yesterday in the US House .  Please go to www.bazelon.org  then click on newsroom, 6-25-08ADA amendment to support the re-strengthen of the ADA act.
Governor’s letter – Doris Nardelli – passed out a draft that the adult group came up with, to council.  

Report from Georgetown on the Medicaid reform pilot project distributed.  They are no longer required to follow the 80 – 20 rule, they are exempt.  If we were to go to this there would be a great lost.

No old business

New business 

Survey and cover letters were distributed.  Doris recommended for us to sit down and do the survey with people to get them returned on time.  Postage can be reimbursed on our expense report.  Need to have them mailed back by next Wednesday or Thursday at the latest.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 am
Minutes by D. Arthur
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